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• First Belgian trial for core international crimes committed in Syria 
resulting in a life sentence for genocide and crimes against humanity 
against Êzîdî victims.

• France: Arrest warrants issued against Bashar al-Assad and former 
senior officials for chemical weapons attacks as war crimes and crimes 
against humanity.

A Year of Transition. 
A Commitment to Justice.

+1000
Evidence properties registered 

and preserved.

385
Requests for assistance 
supported worldwide.

257
Investigations supported. 

938
Activities sharing  

information and evidence.

108 
Cooperation frameworks, 

including 72 with civil  
society organizations.

The IIIM 
Impact in 
Number

December 2025

[View the full data  
table on the website]

At the ICC Assembly of States 
Parties, the IIIM participated in high-
level discussions on accountability, 
cooperation, and transformative 
justice for Syria, alongside Syrian civil 
society and international partners.

In Damascus, the IIIM presented its 
Gender Strategy and Victim/Survivor-
Centered Approach as part of efforts 
to embed accountability for CRSV into 
transitional justice processes.

Integrating accountability for 
conflict-related sexual violence

International engagement 
and cooperation

Recent Activities 

Highlights

“The fall of the Assad regime 
opened the way for justice efforts 
that were long obstructed.”

Robert Petit,  
Head of the International, Impartial  
and independent Mechanism (IIIM) 
Read the full 8 December statement here

[Read the full bulletin here]
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The role of new technologies 
in reshaping investigations and 
prosecutions of core international 
crimes were the focus of the 38th 
meeting of the Genocide Prosecution 
Network where the IIIM was able to 
discuss it’s own innovative approaches 
to evidence collection, analysis, and 
use of new technologies including 
the development of open source 
capabilities.

The IIIM held its fourth victim and 
survivor consultation, reinforcing 
its commitment to ensuring that 
accountability efforts reflect the 
priorities and lived experiences of 
those most affected.

[Full details on these and all IIIM 
activities are available on the website] 

Grounding work in victim 
and survivor priorities

In December 2024, the IIIM published its 
Detention Report analysing systematic 
torture across more than 100 Syrian 
government detention facilities. 

Two days later, the Assad regime fell.

The report, applying international legal 
standards, demonstrates that torture and 
ill-treatment in Syria were widespread, 
systematic, and driven by state policy of 
repression by all means. The unredacted 
version of the Detention Report has been 
made available to support the proceedings 
before the International Court of Justice 
initiated by the Netherlands and Canada.

In 2025, the public version of the report was 
made available in Arabic, expanding access 
for victims and survivors.

The report has already been relied upon 
in judicial proceedings, including a civil 
case before a U.S. court brought by former 
detainee Obada Mzaik.

[Read the Detention Report (Arabic and English): 
The Syrian Government Detention System as a 
Tool of Violent Repression – IIIM]

Advancing investigation 
capacity

Inclusive Justice in Practice
The IIIM implements a victim/survivor-centred approach, engaging those impacted by crimes as essential 
participants contributing to its work and shaping justice and accountability priorities. To ensure consistent 
implementation, the IIIM developed an internal "inclusive justice checklist" which is applied in its work. Below is a 
short excerpt from the checklist:

At project start

• Review victim/survivor association outcome documents for expressed priorities.

• Consider intersectional factors, including gender, age, religion, disability, and displacement.

During evidence assessment

• Identify materials reflecting the experiences of women, girls, men, boys, and LGBTQ+ 
individuals.

• Flag information relevant to missing persons work.

In analysis

• Disaggregate data by sex, age, religious group, political affiliation, and ethnicity.

• Examine whether inferences can be drawn regarding discriminatory targeting.

IIIM Detention Report 
Now in Arabic

For more information on the full guide and checklist reach out to the IIIM directly (contact details below)

Read the full bulletin and additional resources on our website: 
IIIM – International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism

 Join our WhatsApp Channel here  Follow us on LinkedIn
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• Sammy D. case – Brussels Assize Court, Judgment (14/11/2025)
• Hossin A. case – Federal Prosecution Office, Indictment and arrest (24/01/2024)

• Renáta Dibdiaková case – Banská Bystrica Specialized Criminal Court, Judgment (20/12/2023)

• Mustafa A. case – The Hague Court of Appeal, Appeal Judgment (27/08/2025)
• Hasna A. case – The Hague District Court, Judgment (11/12/2024)
• Ahmad al-Y case – The Hague Court of Appeal, Appeal Judgment (06/12/2022)

NETHERLANDS
• Mahmoud Sweidan case – Solna District Court, Trial Ongoing
• Lina I. case (genocide) – Svea Court of Appeal, Appeal Judgment (11/11/2025)
• Osama K. case – Svea Court of Appeal, Appeal Judgment (29/10/2025)
• Mohammed H. case – Stockholm District Court, Judgment (20/06/2024)
• Walid al-Z. case – Blekinge District Court, Judgment (02/05/2024)
• Camilla O. case – Svea Court of Appeal, Appeal Judgment (11/05/2023)
• Fatoush I. case – Court of Appeal for Western Sweden, Appeal Judgment (01/03/2023)
• Lina I. case – Stockholm District Court, Judgment (04/03/2022)

SWEDEN

• Moustafa M. case – Koblenz Higher Regional Court, Trial ongoing
• Khalil A. and Faiz Al S. – Stuttgart Higher Regional Court, Judgment (17/11/2025)
• Ossama A. case – Dusseldorf Higher Regional Court, Judgment (01/10/2025)
• Mohammad A. and Asmael K. case – Dusseldorf Higher Regional Court, Judgment (18/09/2025)
• Alaa M. case – Frankfurt Higher Regional Court, Judgment (16/06/2025)
• Ammar A. case – Stuttgart Higher Regional Court, Judgment (03/06/2025)
• Ahmad H. case – Hamburg Higher Regional Court, Judgment (18/12/2024)
• Moafak D. case - Berlin Higher Regional Court, Judgment (23/02/2023)
• Anwar R. case – Koblenz Higher Regional Court, Judgment (13/01/2022)
• Eyad A. case – Koblenz Higher Regional Court, Judgment (24/02/2021)

GERMANY

• Violations of the Torture Convention
– International Court of Justice, Proceedings ongoing

ICJ

• Lafarge case (terrorism) – Paris Criminal Court, Trial ongoing
• Malik N. case – Paris Judicial Court, Indictment (04/12/2025)
• Ochlik and Bouvier case – Paris Judicial Court, Arrest warrants (02/09/2025)
• 2013 Douma and Eastern Ghouta chemical weapons attacks case – Paris Judicial Court,

Arrest Warrant (29/07/2025)
• Sonia M. case – Paris Appeals Court, Order to stand trial (08/07/2025)
• Majdi Nema case – Paris Assize Court, Judgment (28/05/2025)
• Salah Abou Nabout case – Paris Judicial Court, Arrest warrants (20/01/2025)
• Sabri Essid case – Paris Judicial Court, Order to stand trial (08/10/2024)
• Dabbagh case – Paris Assize Court, Judgment (24/05/2024)
• Lafarge case – Cassation Court, Charges confirmation (16/01/2024)

FRANCE

BELGIUM

SLOVAKIA

• Mzaik v. Syria case – Washington D. C. District Court,
Motion for Default Judgment Granted (08/08/2025)

• Jamil Hassan and Abdul Salam Mahmoud case
– District Court for the Northern District of Illinois,
Indictment (18/11/2024)

USA

IIIM’s Publicly Disclosed Contributions to Justice Outcomes View more details on these cases and IIIM support here
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